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mation thereof, at least two-thirds of all the members of
esch branch of the General Assembly shall concur.?
Now it is very clear, that the power to aller, amend or
abolish any part of the form of government, or of the de-
claration of 1ights, is reposed by the constitution in the
General Assembly, and in the Gencral Assemily alone,
snd by tivo successive acts, with an intervening election.
The General Assembly cannot delegate this power to any
other body, however constituted and however ereated.
Ii the constitution was submitted to a convention, and b
such convention revised, aliered and amended, it would
then be allercd and umended, not in the mode prescribed,
but ln a manner unknouwn to the constitution If seperse-
ded by anew constitution and form of government, ema-
natnz from a convention, it would be ceolished, not by
the General Assembly, the only constitutional legislature;
but by a couvention, a power not kzown to the constitue
tion, nor consistent with it.  Those who have solemnly
promised to support the constitution, cannot disregard ils
plain provisions.

Your commitice < an {o question the great po-
litical apothegms, announced and asserted in the Declara.
tion of Rights. The rights there declared are above the
constitution, and not derived from it. The constitution
itself, sprang from the exercise of the great power, which
is claimed in the first article. It is the social compact,
taere intended; and in the provisions of that compact, the
General Assembly had its origin. and therein will be
found the limits to its powers. 'The question submitted
to the committee, concerned the power of the Legislature
—not the power ot the people, Unquestionably, the le-
gistature can so alter and amend the constitution by two
successive enactments, as to make it lawful to eall a con-
veation, and (o provide, by law, for the eiection of iis
members. But as the constitution now stands, thig can-
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not be done, and it only remains for your committee to sug-
gest such alterations in its provisiens, as, in their opinion,
are proper to be made.

,_Xour committee may be allowed, they hepe, without
Impropriety to remark, that they took up, with great re-
Bpect, for consideration and revision “The Constitution
20d form of Government,” under which the citizens of
Maryland, for two generations, have lived i happiness
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